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I.
INTRODUCTION


Community corrections professionals should work in collaboration with victim and community advocates. Yet our current system discourages contact of victims and communities with offenders, leaving the major responsibility with surrogate professionals. This process lacks humanity and denies any substantial role to the parties who are most concerned and have the most to gain or lose. The obligation to repay should be an integral part of justice and this obligation extends beyond the individual victim to the broader communities that have been disrupted. Offenders should be encouraged to confront the true impact of their actions and express remorse. Adopting this vision should be a paramount goal for all criminal justice professionals. Community corrections stakeholders can play a leadership role in making this ideal a reality.

The ICCA is committed to providing relevant local, regional, provincial, and national training and conference presentations to provide outreach to community groups and victim advocates to participate in our direct services programming, and to offer opportunities for community service that restore the community and acknowledge harm done to victims.

II.
BACKGROUND


Prevention of crime must be our priority, but the justice system must react decisively once it occurs. Offenders who are returning to society (and almost all do), or who are remanded into an alternative to incarceration or community program (about 75% in most jurisdictions) should be held accountable to right the wrongs they have caused. The restorative model can balance and humanize the process. At this juncture, it is of the utmost importance to involve the community in ways that will increase their confidence in our criminal justice system.

III.
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES


Victims have the right to be treated with respect and compassion, to be involved in the justice process, to be protected from intimidation, and to be provided financial and support services that attempt to restore them to their former position prior to the crime. To implement this policy, the ICCA believes policy-makers, justice officials, and correctional professionals should:

A. Recognize that crime is primarily an offense against human relationships and secondarily a violation of a law, and that there are potential dangers and opportunities after crimes are committed;

B. Provide active participation of victims in the justice system process, including the opportunity to be heard and to participate in and/or attend release and/or parole hearings;

C. Educate victims and victim service agencies on correctional practices, and involve correctional staff in victim advocacy activities;

D. Train criminal justice officials on victim program services, impact on crime victims, and promote sensitivity to victims’ rights;

E. Promote the use of existing community resources and volunteers to serve the needs of crime victims; and

F. Advocate for the development of programs in which offenders provide restitution to victims, compensation and service to the community, and are held financially responsible for their crimes.
Reviewed and adopted by the ICCA Board of Directors

Date: January 29, 2006
International Community Corrections Association,

1730 Rhode Island Ave., N.W., Suite 430

Washington, D.C. 20036
http://www.iccaweb.org
PAGE  
3

