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I.
INTRODUCTION


The International Community Corrections Association has continually sought to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of community correctional services by emphasizing the use of evidence-based research. The ICCA regularly brings together leading international correctional researchers along with the practitioners and representatives of other interests in the criminal justice system to examine, in detail, which community services and sanctions could be considered “best practices.”

II.
BACKGROUND


The systemic collection, assessment and application of information is an essential component of any management system.  Research and evaluation provides corrections with the reliable and valid information necessary to improve effectiveness and face increasingly complex criminal justice questions and decisions. Research provides the opportunity for criminal justice professionals and higher education to engage in collaborative efforts that broaden the scope and depth of correctional inquiries while maximizing scarce resources.

III.
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES


The ICCA has a responsibility to encourage, promote, initiate, sponsor, and participate in community correctional research and evaluation by:

A. Coordinating research collaboration among the academic community and public sector community correctional agencies;

B. Making available to other correctional professionals the research and evaluation information necessary to reduce the likelihood of future criminality and improve the prospects for successful offender reintegration;

C. Offering training opportunities for criminal justice professionals in the application of correctional research and evaluation; and

D. Disseminating correctional research, evaluation findings, and results.
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