
The Second Chance Act & the 
National Reentry Resource Center

© 2010 Council of State Governments Justice Center

Leah Kane
Public Affairs Assistant

Council of State Governments Justice Center



The Second Chance Act

• Public Law 110-199 signed into 
law on April 8, 2008

• Authorizes $165 million for 
prisoner reentry programs in fiscal 
years 2009 and 2010

• Creates a National Reentry 
Resource Center

• Purpose: to help states and 
communities reduce recidivism



Second Chance Programs
1. State and Local Reentry Demonstration Projects (Section 101)
2. State, Tribal and Local Reentry Courts  (Section 111)
3. Prosecution Drug Treatment Alternative to Prison Programs (Section 112)
4. Grants for Family-Based Substance Abuse Treatment (Section 113)
5. Grants to Evaluate and Improve Education at Prisons, Jails, and Juvenile 

Facilities (Section 114)
6. Technology Careers Training Demonstration Grants (Section 115)
7. Offender Reentry Substance Abuse Treatment (Section 201)
8. Mentoring Grants to Nonprofit Organizations (Section 211)
9. Responsible Reintegration of Offenders (Section 212)*
10. Federal Reentry Initiative
11. Reentry Research
* Section 212 is a Department of Labor grant program. The rest are Department of Justice programs.



Funding Status

• FY2009 – $25 million provided for Second 
Chance grant programs in the Department of 
Justice 

• FY2010 – $100 million provided for Second 
Chance grant programs in the Department of 
Justice

• FY2011 – President Obama requested $100 
million for Second Chance grant programs in the 
Department of Justice



FY 2009 Funded Programs
1. State and Local Reentry Demonstration Projects - $15 million
2. State, Tribal and Local Reentry Courts 
3. Prosecution Drug Treatment Alternative to Prison Programs
4. Grants for Family-Based Substance Abuse Treatment 
5. Grants to Evaluate and Improve Education at Prisons, Jails, and 

Juvenile Facilities
6. Technology Careers Training Demonstration Grants
7. Offender Reentry Substance Abuse Treatment
8. Mentoring Grants to Nonprofit Organizations - $10 million
9. Responsible Reintegration of Offenders - $20 million
10. Federal Reentry Initiative
11. Reentry Research



FY 2010 Funded Programs
1. State and Local Reentry Demonstration Projects - $37 million
2. State, Tribal and Local Reentry Courts - $10 million
3. Prosecution Drug Treatment Alternative to Prison Programs
4. Grants for Family-Based Substance Abuse Treatment - $7.5 million
5. Grants to Evaluate and Improve Education at Prisons, Jails, and 

Juvenile Facilities - $2.5 million
6. Technology Careers Training Demonstration Grants - $5 million
7. Offender Reentry Substance Abuse Treatment - $13 million
8. Mentoring Grants to Nonprofit Organizations - $15 million
9. Responsible Reintegration of Offenders - $20 million
10. Federal Reentry Initiative - $14 million
11. Reentry Research - $10 million



State and Local Reentry 
Demonstration Grants (Section 101)
• Authorizes grants to state and local 

governments and federally recognized 
Indian tribes that may be used for 
demonstration projects to promote the safe and 
successful reintegration into the community of 
individuals who have been incarcerated

• Program administered by the Department of 
Justice



• $10 million was available in FY2009 and 20 
grants were awarded
▫ 15 adult reentry demonstration grants were 

awarded
▫ 5 juvenile reentry demonstration grants were 

awarded
• $37 million is available in FY2010
▫ Applications were due on March 4, 2010

State and Local Reentry 
Demonstration Grants (Section 101)



Mentoring Grants to Nonprofit 
Organizations (Section 211)

• Authorizes grants to nonprofit organizations
and Indian tribes for the purpose of providing 
mentoring and other transitional services 
essential to reintegrating individuals released 
from prisons or jails into the community

• Program administered by the Department of 
Justice



Mentoring Grants to Nonprofit 
Organizations (Section 211)
• $10 million was available in FY2009
▫ 36 adult mentoring grants were awarded
▫ 11 juvenile mentoring grants were awarded

• $15 million is available in FY2010
▫ Applications for adult mentoring grants were due 

on March 18, 2010
▫ Applications for juvenile mentoring grants are due 

on April 27, 2010 – solicitation is available at 
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/grants/solicitations/FY201
0/SecondChanceActMentoring.pdf

http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2010/SecondChanceActMentoring.pdf
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2010/SecondChanceActMentoring.pdf


Responsible Reintegration of Ex-
Offenders (Section 212)

• Authorizes grants to nonprofit organizations
for the purpose of providing mentoring, job 
training and job placement services, and other 
comprehensive transitional services to assist 
eligible offenders in obtaining and retaining 
employment

• Program administered by the Department of 
Labor



State, Tribal, and Local Reentry 
Courts (Section 111)
• Authorizes grants to state, tribal, and local 

courts, and public agencies or non-profit 
organizations that have agreements with courts 
to establish reentry court programs

• $10 million available in FY2010



Family-Based Substance Abuse 
Treatment (Section 113)
• Authorizes grants to states, local governments, 

territories and Indian tribes to 
▫ develop, implement, and expand comprehensive 

and clinically-appropriate family-based substance 
abuse treatment as an alternative to incarceration 
for nonviolent parent drug offenders; and

▫ provide prison-based family treatment programs 
for incarcerated parents of minor children.

• $7.5 million available in FY2010



Grants to Evaluate and Improve 
Education at Prisons, Jails, and 
Juvenile Facilities (Section 114)

• Authorizes grants to states, local governments, 
territories, Indian tribes, and other public and 
private entities to –
▫ Evaluate methods to improve academic and 

vocational education in facilities
▫ Identify best practices re: academic and vocational 

education
▫ Improve academic and vocational education 

programs
• $2.5 million available in FY2010



Technology Careers Training 
Demonstration Grants (Section 115)

• Authorizes grants to states, local governments, 
territories, and Indian tribes to provide 
technology career training to prisoners during 
the three-year period prior to their release from 
prison, jail, or juvenile facility

• $5 million is available in FY2010



Reentry Substance Abuse & 
Criminal Justice Collaboration 
(Section 201)• Authorizes grants to states, local governments, 

territories and Indian tribes for the purposes of:
▫ improving the provision of drug treatment to 

offenders in prisons, jails, and juvenile facilities; 
and

▫ reducing the use of alcohol and other drugs by 
long-term substance abusers during the period in 
which they are incarcerated or on parole or court 
supervision.

• $13 million available in FY2010



Summary Chart
Section Maximum Amount 

Authorized
FY2009 Final FY2010 Final

101 (State and Local Reentry 
Demonstration Projects)

$55 million $15 million $37 million

111 (State, tribal, and local reentry courts) $10 million $10 million

112 (Prosecution drug treatment 
alternative to prison programs)

$10 million

113 (Grants for family-based substance 
abuse treatment)

$10 million $7.5 million

114 (Grants to evaluate and improve 
education at prisons, jails, and juvenile 
facilities)

$5 million $2.5 million

115 (Technology Careers Training 
Demonstration Grants)

$10 million $5 million

201 (Offender reentry substance abuse 
and criminal justice collaboration)

$15 million $13 million

211 (Mentoring grants to nonprofit 
organizations)

$15 million $10 million $15 million

212 (Responsible Reintegration) $20 million $20 million

231 (Federal Prisoner Reentry Initiative) $5 million

245 (Research) $10 million

TOTAL $165 million $25 million $100 million



Eligible Applicants
• Sec. 101: states, local government, territories, Indian tribes
• Sec. 111: courts, states, municipalities, nonprofits that have 

agreements with courts
• Sec. 112: prosecutors
• Sec. 113: states, local government, territories, Indian tribes
• Sec. 114: states, local government, territories, Indian tribes, “other 

public and private entities”
• Sec. 115: states, local government, territories, Indian tribes
• Sec. 201: states, local governments, territories, Indian tribes
• Sec. 212: nonprofit organizations



Getting Involved

• Sign the National Support Letter in support of 
full funding for the Second Chance Act in 
FY2010
▫ Email lkane@csg.org by March 26, 2010 to sign on

• Ask your Senators and Representative to support 
the Second Chance Act

mailto:lkane@csg.org


• Authorized by the Second Chance Act and 
administered by the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, U.S. Department of Justice

• Provides education, training, and technical 
assistance to states, tribes, territories, local 
governments, service providers, non-profit 
organizations, and corrections institutions 
working on prisoner reentry 



Objectives

• Provide a one-stop, interactive source of current, 
user-friendly reentry information.

• Identify, document, and promote evidence-
based practices.

• Deliver individualized, targeted technical 
assistance to the Second Chance Act grantees.

• Advance the reentry field through training, 
distance learning, and knowledge development.



FY09 Second Chance Grantees  
(Sections 101 and 211)



Training and Distance Learning

• Website 
(www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org) 

• Webcasts and Webinars
• Libraries

http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/


www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org

http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/


www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/about/second-chance-act

http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/about/second-chance-act




Topic – Starting a Reentry 
Initiative

• Ready4Reentry: Prisoner Reentry Toolkit for Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives, U.S. Department of Labor (2006) 
This toolkit, based on the Ready4Work model, is a promising practices guide for 
small to medium sized faith-based and community organizations interested in 
starting or bolstering their reentry efforts. 

• Reentry Mapping Network (RMN), The Urban Institute 
The Reentry Mapping Network is a nationwide partnership between the Urban 
Institute and organizations in 15 cities working to map and analyze prisoner reentry 
and related issues in their communities. The website provides information on reentry 
mapping and the RMN, along with resources and sample maps for anyone interested 
in developing a reentry mapping project. 

• Reentry Partnerships: A Guide for States & Faith-Based and Community 
Organizations, Council of State Governments Justice Center (2008) 
Faith-based and community organizations provide critical reentry services in prisons 
and jails and have extensive networks to link people to resources that can help them 
reenter communities in positive ways. This guide provides recommendations to 
improve collaboration between government agencies and faith-based and community 
organizations. 

http://www.doleta.gov/PRI/PDF/Pritoolkit.pdf
http://www.doleta.gov/PRI/PDF/Pritoolkit.pdf
http://www.doleta.gov/PRI/PDF/Pritoolkit.pdf
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/jc_publications/reentry_partnerships_guide/Reentry_Partnership_Web.pdf
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/jc_publications/reentry_partnerships_guide/Reentry_Partnership_Web.pdf
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/jc_publications/reentry_partnerships_guide/Reentry_Partnership_Web.pdf


Resources and Tools

Report of the Re-Entry 
Policy Council

Available at 
www.reentrypolicy.org

http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/TOC
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/TOC
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/


Getting Involved

• Sign up for the National Reentry Resource 
Center’s electronic newsletter at 
www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org

http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/


100 Wall Street, 20th Floor 
New York, NY 10005

4630 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 650  
Bethesda, MD 20814

www.justicecenter.csg.org

www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org

This presentation was prepared by the Council of State Governments Justice Center. 
Presentations are not externally reviewed for form or content. The statements reflect the 
views of the authors and should not be considered the official position of the CSG Justice 
Center or the members of the Council of State Governments.

http://www.justicecenter.csg.org/
http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/
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